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Farmers experiences:

Some sows aggressive –
Why? How to handle?

Sows very different in their behaviour –
How to read and use?

Interaction with sows important 
to reduce aggression

Tactile communication –
How? Why?

Vocal communication –
How? Why?

Transfer of knowledge between 
farmers important

Scientists should assist



If legislative measures are taken it is important to
a)use appropriate minimum measures
b)also advice on optimal measures

Legislation
Conse
to ind

Ban of crates Sweden join EU

§10:
At least ¾ of the lying area in a pen with litter for a nursing sow 
shall be flooring which is not drained. This part of the lying area 
shall be a homogenous rectangular area covering the whole width 
of the pen.The other part of the lying area may be a drained floor 
with a slot width of maximum 11 mm and a slat with of minimum 
11mm. If the drained floor is made of concrete, the slat with should 
be minimum 80mm.

§11
Before farrowing, sows and gilts shall be able to use the area in the 
farrowing pen so that they can perform nest building behaviour.

§19
Minimum area for farrowing pen: Lying area 4 m2, total area 6 m2



A nursing sows freedom of movement may be confined during the 
first days after farrowing by the use of a gate or similar construction 
if she shows aggressive or abnormal behaviour behaviour which 
forms a threat to injure her piglets.

A gate or corresponding equipment may also be used during management
procedures if the behaviour of the sow is a threat to injury of the 
manager or during handling of the sow for care and treatment.

Group housed sows and gilts may be confined in stanchions at feeding 
or when handeled for care and treatment.

Swedish regulations DFS 2007:5 (L100), Chapter 3, 

§3:

2-5% of farrowings acc. to pig farmers

§7:

Litter for pigs shall have such character and be given in such 
quantities that the activity and comfort needs are satisfied.

§8:

During the week before farrowing sows and gilts shall have 
access to litter which allows them to carry out nest building 
behaviour.

Cast iron slatted floors (11mm+11mm) are more frequently used 
than plastic slatted floors.

Cast iron more stable than plastic => sows are not hesitant to
walk on the surface.

Cast iron is less slippery => better for the sow but worse
for the piglets => enough straw is needed.

Cast iron is easier to clean.

Drained floor on 25% of the lying area.

Plastic flooring reduces abrasive injuries on feet and front 
knees in piglets.

How do Swedish farmers build today?
A typical Swedish farrowing pen:



What is ”total space”?

6,3 m²

2,1 m

3,0 m

Legislative demands 
for sows = 6m2 total 
space.

Pen with fixation gates

3,7 m²

1,6 m²

0,7 m²

0,3 m²

Pen without fixation gates

5,0 m²

1,0 m²

0,3 m²




